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Welcome to AS Classical Civilisation! 

You have just made the best choice of your life.  

Classical Civilisation is the best subject for those who have an interest in everything.  

During the course we will cover: 

• History 

• Literature  

• Drama 

• Politics 

• Art 

• Archaeology 

• Anthropology  

• Reception Theory  

• Theology 

• Architecture 

• Philosophy 

• And much, much more.  

What is Classical Civilisation? 

Classical Civilisation is the study of the cultures of Ancient Greece and Rome. It is a very wide ranging 

subject involving the study of literature, art and ancient thought and ideas, which are studied in the 

historical context.  

Though all of the literature would have been originally written in Ancient Greek and Latin, everything that 

we study will be in translation (in English).  

Why study Classical Civilisation?  

The number one reason to study Classical Civilisation is that it is endlessly and enduringly interesting. Why 

else would scholars have been writing about these civilisations for the last 2,000 years? 

Classical Civilisation is the perfect subject for someone who is an all rounder, but also for those who would 

like to increase their skills in a wide range of areas since it is all-encompassing and through reading a 

simple extract from a piece of ancient literature, you will have already covered elements of History, 

Philosophy, Language and many other disciplines.  

For this reason, Classical Civilisation is widely respected and can be extremely useful for whatever you 

might want to do in later life.  

Transferable Skills: 

• Analytical skills (from analysing sources and language) 

• Developing argument  

• Learning about and from cultures different from your own 

• Developing independent, critical and evaluative approaches  

Classical Civilisation can take you anywhere. It is the perfect complement to science subjects, as well as to 

supporting arts subjects. It is listed as an excellent subject to study to support university applications for 

Arts subjects and it is listed on UCL’s list of ‘preferred A Level options.’ 

JK Rowling and Oscar Wilde 

studied Classics at University 



 

What does the course look like?  

Over the course of 2 years we will complete the course listed below.  

We study two texts (The Odyssey and The Aeneid – the foundation texts of Western Literature ) and one 

choice from Component Group 2 and one from Component Group 3. 

We will be studying Greek Theatre and Love and Relationships. Both of these choices provide a wide 

overview of Greek and Roman life and provide great comparisons with the modern day.  

 

 

Y12 

Y12 

Y13 

Y13 



Support  

Classical Civilisation will hopefully be an incredibly positive and fulfilling learning environment, but there 

may be times that you encounter problems with work, family, health, friends etc. that may have an impact 

on your life in school. 

If you are experiencing any difficulties, there are always people you can turn to in school.  

You can also come to see Miss Illingworth, or email her on: gillingworth@bentleywood.harrow.sch.uk  

Expectations 

In order to succeed during Classical Civilisation A Level, there are certain requirements that are expected 

during your time at school.  

You are expected to:  

• Have 100% attendance and excellent punctuality. If you are unwell, please contact your teacher 

prior to the lesson. If you have to miss a lesson for medical or academic appointments, it is your 

responsibility to catch up on the course content.  

• Complete one piece of homework every week and hand it in on time. This may take the form of 

some reading, preparation work, critical analysis or essay writing.  

• Spent 4 hours a week on personal study for Classical Civilisation. During this time you will be 

required to make detailed notes, read for essays and complete your homework. In order to do this, 

you must ensure that you are organised.  

• Manage your time both in and outside of school effectively. A Levels demand great commitment, 

thus you will be responsible for organising your time and your resources and keeping them tidy.  

• Work well with your peers. Be a respectful listener and a critical friend. Be supportive of everyone 

in the class to create a safe and inspiring learning environment.  

You should expect me to:  

• Mark homework and return it within two weeks of the hand-in date.  

• Be willing to discuss any questions that you might have and to be supportive of your learning and 

progression within the subject.  
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The World of the Hero: The Odyssey 

For this unit you will need to swot up on your mythology. You must look up the mythology of the gods 

listed below and write them into the table. Dig as deep as you can and read as many stories as you can in 

order to gain a good overview.  

Recommended books to expand your knowledge:  

Orchard Book of Greek Myths by Robert Graves (it looks childish, but the myths are told well and 

accurately) 

Mythos by Stephen Fry – a very current book. There is a lot of artistic licence in this one, but it is a very 

entertaining read.  

https://www.greekmythology.com/ - a good place to start for looking up the gods and goddesses.  

NB: the myths will change, sometimes drastically from source to source so do not worry if you get very 

different ideas to everyone else.  

 

God/Goddess God/Goddess of? Symbols Known for 

Zeus    

Hera    

Athene    

Poseidon    

Hermes    

Apollo    

https://www.greekmythology.com/


Also look up:  

Name Who is he/she? What is their relationship to Odysseus in 

the Odyssey? 

Penelope   

Telemachus   

Anticleia   

Laertes   

Circe   

Calypso   

Nausicaa   

Polyphemus   

Eurymachus   

Antinous   

 



Read this passage to give you more information about Homeric Epic:  

When you have read this essay:  

• Reduce it into 10 key points 

• Summarise the main ideas of the essay in 5 sentences 

• Research what an ‘epic’ text is and read Book 1 of the Odyssey – bring a 300 word piece on it to our 

first lesson explaining why the Odyssey is an ‘epic’ and at least one detail from Book 1 that shows 

this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Greek Theatre 

For the Greek Theatre unit, you will have to read three plays: 

• Bacchae by Euripides  

• Oedipus the King by Sophocles 

• The Frogs by Aristophanes 

Over the summer holidays, you must read Oedipus the King. 

You must then write an answer of about 500 words to this question: Why is Oedipus the King an effective tragedy?  

Success Criteria:  

• Write in full paragraphs 

• Make at least 3 separate points 

• Support your answer with examples from the text 

• Try to include some further reading about tragedy that you have done.  

You must bring this with you to your first lesson of AS Classics in September 

Useful Websites and Knowledge Growing Ideas 

• The course website: www.ocr.org.uk If you go onto the website and type in ‘Classical Civilisation A Level’ you 
will be taken to the area of the website that includes: the course information and some sample questions.  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl: Log on to ‘In Our Time’ on BBC Radio4. They have some 
excellent discussions about Ancient Writers such as The Philosophy of Love since Plato and The Odyssey – 

this will serve as an excellent introduction to the text. 

• Follow Mary Beard on Twitter and watch her documentaries on Pompeii and read her books: 

o  Pompeii 

o Confronting the Classics 

o SPQR 

o Women and Power 

• Read modern novels about Ancient Texts like:  

o The Children of Jocasta by Natalie Haynes (a story of Oedipus the King from his wife’s POV) 
o The Song of Achilles by Madeleine Miller 

o Troy by Adele Geras 

• Read about Tragedy in Poetics by Aristotle – this may help you with your holiday question 

• Watch Troy (with Brad Pitt and Orlando Bloom in it!) – this tells the story of the Iliad, which comes before 

The Odyssey. It will provide good background. 

Books you need to Buy, all available on Amazon: you must buy the translations below. 

• Homer, ‘Odyssey’ translated by E.V. Rieu, revised translation by D.C.H. Rieu (Penguin) 

• Oedipus the King, translation by Fagles, in The Three Theban Plays (Penguin)  

• Bacchae and Frogs, the appropriate volume of Cambridge Translations from Greek Drama 

You might also like to purchase: 

• OCR Classical Civilisation AS and A Level Component 11 – The World of the Hero by Sally Knights (published 

13.07.20170 

• OCR Classical Civilisation AS and A Level Component 21 and 22 – Greek Theatre and Imperial Image by 

Robert Hancock, James Renshaw and Laura Swift.  

• Ancient Greece: A Very Short Introduction by Paul Cartledge (you could also look at Homer and The Trojan 

War in the same series). 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl


Academic Enrichment Suggestions:  

 

Over the summer you will have plenty of time to delve deep into your new subjects. Once you arrive in the 

Sixth Form time will go very fast. It is greatly advised that you read around your subjects in the summer of 

Y11 to ensure that you are well-prepared for the challenging nature of the Sixth Form.  

 

READ! 

• Circe by Madeleine Miller 

• The Song of Achilles by Madeleine Miller 

• The Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker 

• The Children of Jocasta by Natalie Haynes 

• A Thousand Ships by Natalie Haynes 

• The Secret History  by Donna Tartt 

• The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood 

• The Odyssey translated by Emily Wilson  

• Mythos by Stephen Fry  

• Metamorphoses by Ovid  

• The Iliad by Homer 

• Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie 

 

WATCH! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U Ben Hur 

U Hercules (Disney) 

U Jason and the Argonauts 

PG Spartacus 

PG The Odyssey (1997) 

PG Clash of the Titans (1981) 

12 Pompeii 

12  Agora 

12 The Eagle 

15 300 

15 Alexander 

15 Gladiator 

15 Troy 

LISTEN! 

BBC ‘In Our Time’ podcast: 

• The Greek Myths  

• Tragedy  

• The Odyssey  

(Always make detailed notes as you 

listen!)  
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